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November 13, 2022
Dear ICS members,

It is with deep sadness announcing that Prof. Amitai E. Halevi of the Technion Schulich Faculty of Chemistry
passed away on November 10, 2022. The funeral will occur today, November 13, in the Neve Yam cemetery.
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Prof. Amitai E. Halevi (1922 - 2022)

The fascinating biography of Prof. Halevi (born in New York in 1922) includes service in the U.S. Air Force
during WWII, violin practice, service in the Hagana, production of explosives and detonators for the IDF and
Ta'as, Talmud studies, and much more. He received his B.A. from the University of Cincinnati, M.Sc. from the
Hebrew University, and Ph.D. (1952, with Christopher Ingold) from University College London. He joined the
Hebrew University (1952) but moved to the Technion (1955) upon request from David Ginsburg, became
Professor in 1964, and Professor Emeritus in 1990. Prof. Halevi is most known for his experimental and
computational studies of isotope effects on molecular properties, equilibria, and kinetics; and the dependence
of reaction mechanisms on state-, orbital- and spin-symmetry. His collaborative research took him to Cornell
University, ETH Zirich, Brookhaven National Laboratory, Oregon State University, Univ. of Oregon, Argonne
National Laboratory, Purdue University, Weizmann Institute, Univ. College London, UC Irvine, Ben-Gurion
University, MPI Milheim/Ruhr, University of Munich, University of Frankfurt, Univ. of Heidelberg, University of
Graz, Univ. of Paris, Clarkson University, CalTech, MPI Heidelberg, Simon Frazer University, and the Univ. of
Wisconsin. At his last years, he still published single-authored research papers, some of which challenged
well-established theories, such as the Woodward-Hoffmann rules and Perrin's theory concerning isotope
effects on acidity. In 2015 Amitai became an Honorable Member of the Israel Chemical Society for his long
scientific leadership in the field of Physical and Theoretical Organic Chemistry and his significant contributions
to higher education in the State of Israel.

As Dean of the Faculty of Chemistry (1983-85), Prof. Halevi steered the Faculty over the turbulent waters of
those years. He influenced the Technion as a member of the Academic Development Committee, the
Committee for Senior Faculty Appointments, and the Committee for Appointment of Research Professors. As
president of the Disciplinary Tribunal for Academic Staff, he impacted ethical conduct. Via the Review
Committee on Operations and Functions of the V.P. for Finance and Administration, he helped shape the
Technion administration. He also acted as the Senate Representative in the Board of Governors, as a
member of the Senate Steering Committee and the Committee for Election of the President, where he shaped
the Technion management. As Dean of the Technion Graduate School (1969-71), he revolutionized and
shifted the conceptual basis of the Ph.D. programs from applied to basic science. Amitai's autobiography,
available soon on the ICS website, reveals a fascinating story of a highly gifted scientist.

On a personal level, all faculty members enjoyed Amitai's warm friendship and advice. He radiated a pleasant
ambiance and good values across the campus at all levels, including faculty members, students, technical and
administrative staff, and the entire higher education network in the State of Israel. He will be remembered with
much respect and admiration as a prominent scientist and a broad-scope intellectual who translated English
poetry to Hebrew and Hebrew poems to English.

The ICS and the entire community of Israeli scientists mourn the loss of a great scientist.
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